READINGTON MIDDLE

SCHOOL'S NATIONAL

RECOGNITION |




What is the Schools of Distinction Program?

AMLE Schools of Distinction is both a
recognition and continuous improvement
program open to any school that educates

students aged 10-15. Schools will be

celebrated for their commitment to the
middle grades best practices outlined in
AMLE's foundational text, The Successful
Middle School: This We Believe, while also
being guided through a process of self-
assessment and strategic vision setting to
help foster ongoing growth and success.



https://www.amle.org/the-successful-middle-school-this-we-believe/
https://www.amle.org/the-successful-middle-school-this-we-believe/

The Successful Middle School: This we Believe

Essential Attributes
AMLE afhrms thar an educarion for young

adolescents must be:

Responsive

Using the distincrive namure and denrries of young
adolescents as the foundanion upon which all
decisions abour school are made.

Challenging
Culrivaring high expecrarions and advancing

learning for every member of the schoal communiry.

Empowering
Facilitaring environments in which students ke
responsibility for their own learning and contribure

positively o the world around them.

Equitable

Providing socially just learning opportuniries and
environments for every student.

Engaging

Fostering a learning armosphere thar is relevanr,

participatory, and motivating for all learners.

Froem The Suceedsiul Middle Schoal: This We Baliswve,
publzhed by the Associafion for AMddie Leve! BEducation.
Build your own professionol development plon with the
Sucoessiil Maddle SChdo) DRoySroni.

Visit amle.org/sms

Characteristics

Successful middle schools exhibir the following 18 characreristics:

Culture and Community

— Educarors respect and value young adolescents.

— The school environment is welcoming, inclusive, and affirming far all.

— Ewery student’s academic and personal development is guided by an adulr advocare.
— 5School safery is addressed proactively, justly, and thoughrfully.

— Comprehensive counseling and support services meer the needs of young adolescents.
— The schoaol engages families as valued parmers.

— The school collaborares with communiry and business partners. ﬁ—‘
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Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessmenﬂ.

A

— Educarors are specifically prepared ro teach young adolescents and possess a dep

undersranding in the conrenrt areas they teach.
— Curriculum is challenging, exploratory, integranve, and diverse.

— Healch, wellness, and social-emotional comperence are supported in curric

programs, and relared policies.
— Instruction fosters learning thar is active, purposeful, and democraric.

— Varied and ongoing assessmenrs advance learning as well as measure ir.

03
Leadership and Organization

— A shared vision developed by all stakeholders guides every decision.
— Policies and pracrices are student-centered, unbiased, and fairly implemented.

— Leaders are commirred ro and knowledgeable abour young adolescents, equirable pracrices, and

educarional research.
— Leaders demonstrare courage and collaborarion.
— Professional learning for all staff is relevant, long rerm, and job embedded.

— Organzanional strucrures foster purposeful learning and meaningful relanonships.



AMLE Schools of Distinction Program Objectives

Recognize and celebrate schools that
are actively implementing the essential
attributes and characteristics of
successful middle grades schools.

Create a network of schools that can
learn from and support each other.

Provide ALL schools that support
young adolescents with the resources
to support their continuous
Improvement journeys.

Highlight for our communities the
exceptional work that takes place
every day in middle level education.
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READINGTON MIDDLE
SCHOOL’'S APPROACH TO

MEETING THE NEEDS OF

ADOLESCENTS

Civic Enggement
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MISSION DRIVEN

TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF...
TAKE CARE OF EACH OTHER...
TAKE CARE OF OUR SCHOOL...

READINGTON MIDDLE
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