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2425 EMERGENCY VIRTUAL OR REMOTE
INSTRUCTION PROGRAM

The Board of Education is committed to providing a high quality educational
program, virtually or remotely, in the event a school or the schools of the district |
are required to close for more than three consecutive school days due to a
declared state of emergency, declared public health emergency, or a directive by
the appropriate health agency or officer to institute a public health-related closure.
The district’s virtual or remote program of instruction shall be in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9.

In the event the school district is required to close a school or the schools of the
district for more than three consecutive school days due to a declared state of
emergency, declared public health emergency, or a directive by the appropriate
health agency or officer to institute a public health-related closure, the
Commissioner of Education shall allow the district to apply to the 180-day
requirement established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9, one or more days of
virtual or remote instruction provided to students on the day or days the schools of
the district were closed if the program of virtual or remote instruction meets such
criteria as may be established by the Commissioner Education.

The Superintendent of Schools shall submit, with Board approval, the school
district’s program of virtual or remote instruction to the Commissioner of
Education by no later than October 29, 2021 and annually thereafter.

A day of virtual or remote instruction, if instituted under the district’s
Commissioner of Education’s approved program of virtual or remote instruction,
shall be considered the equivalent of a full day of school attendance for the
purposes of meeting State and local graduation requirements, the awarding of
course credit, and other such matters as determined by the Commissioner of
Education.
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Any district program of virtual or remote instruction implemented for the general
education students shall provide the same educational opportunities to students
with disabilities.  Special education and related services, including speech
language services, counseling services, physical therapy, occupational therapy,
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and behavioral services, may be delivered to students with disabilities through the
use of electronic communication or a virtual or online platform and as required by
the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP), to the greatest extent
practicable.

In the event the State or local health department determines it is advisable to close
or mandates closure of the schools of the district due to a declared state of
emergency, declared public health emergency, or a directive by the appropriate
health agency or officer to institute a public health-related closure, the
Superintendent shall have the authority to implement the school district’s program
of virtual or remote instruction. The Superintendent shall consult with the Board
prior to such decision, if practicable. The Superintendent shall ensure that
students, parents, staff, and the Board are informed promptly of the
Superintendent’s decision.

Nothing in N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9 and this Policy shall be construed to limit,
supersede or preempt rights, privileges, compensation, remedies, and procedures
afforded to public employees or a collective bargaining unit under Federal or
State law or any provision of a collective bargaining agreement entered into by
the school district.

In the event of the closure of a school or the schools of the district due to a
declared state of emergency, declared public health emergency, or a directive by
the appropriate health agency or officer to institute a public health-related closure
for a period longer than three consecutive school days:

L. District employees shall be entitled to compensation, benefits, and
emoluments pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9.e.(1)
and (2).
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The district shall continue to make payments of benefits,
compensation, and emoluments pursuant to the terms of a contract
with a contracted service provider in effect on the date of the
closure as if the services for such benefits, compensation, and
emoluments had been provided, and as if the school facilities had
remained open pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A.
18A:7F-9.e.(3).
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3. The district shall be obligated to make payments for benefits,
compensation, and emoluments and all payments required pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 18A:6-51 et seq., to an educational services
commission, county special services school district, and a jointure
commission, and under any shared services agreement and
cooperative contract entered into with any other public entity
pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18 A:7F-9.e.(4).

4. An educational services commission, county special services
school district, and a jointure commission shall continue to make
payments of benefits, compensation, and emoluments pursuant to
the terms of a contract with a contracted service provider or a
shared services agreement in effect on the date of the closure as if
the services for such benefits, compensation, and emoluments had
been provided, and as if the school facilities had remained open
pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9.e.(4).

The provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9.e.(1) through (4) shall not apply to any
employee whose weekly hours of work are reduced, and to whom unemployment
benefits are provided, pursuant to a shared work program approved pursuant to
the provisions of N.J.S.A. 43:21-20.3 et seq. A contracted service provider,
educational services commission, county special services school district, or
jointure commission shall notify the district with which it has entered into a
contract to provide services of its intent to reduce the hours of work of its
employees pursuant to a shared work program approved pursuant to the
provisions of N.J.S.A. 43:21-20.3 et seq.
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Notwithstanding the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9.e.(3), if a
contracted service provider reduces the amount that it pays to its
employees providing services to a school district, and that
reduction is the result of a reduction of workhours of those
employees made pursuant to a shared work program approved
pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 43:21-20.3 et seq., then the
amount paid by the district to the contracted service provider shall
be reduced by the same amount.
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Notwithstanding the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9.e.(4), if an
educational services commission, county special services school
district, or jointure commission reduces the amount that it pays to
its employees providing services to a school district, and that
reduction is the result of a reduction of workhours of those
employees made pursuant to a shared work program approved
pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 43:21-20.3 et seq., then the
amount paid by the district to the educational services commission,
county special services school district, or jointure commission
shall be reduced by the same amount.

This Policy may be revised as necessary by the Superintendent in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9. The school district’s emergency virtual or remote instruction
program shall be available on the school district’s website.

N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9
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Adopted:

© Copyright 2021

Strauss Esmay Associates, LLP

1886 Hinds Road

Suite 1

Toms River, NJ 08753-8199

732-255-1500




FINANCES

POLICY GUIDE

Federal Awards/Funds Internal Controls —
Mandatory Disclosures

Aug 21

M

[See POLICY ALERT No. 224]

6115.02 FEDERAL AWARDS/FUNDS INTERNAL CONTROLS —
MANDATORY DISCLOSURES

The Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principals, and Audit

Requirements for Federal Awards (UGG), 2 CFR §200.113 — Mandatory .
disclosures requires a non-Federal entity or applicant (a New Jersey Board of

Education) for a Federal award must disclose, in a timely manner, in writing to

the Federal awarding agency or to the New Jersey Department of Education all

violations of Federal criminal law involving fraud, bribery, or gratuity violations

potentially affecting the Federal award.

If the Board of Education receives a Federal award including the terms and
conditions outlined below as per 2 CFR §200 — Appendix XII — Award Term and
Condition for Recipient Integrity and Performance Matters shall report certain
civil, criminal, or administrative proceedings to the System for Award
Management (SAM). Failure to make required disclosures can result in any of the
remedies described in 2 CFR §200.338 - Remedies for noncompliance, including
suspension or debarment. (See also 2 CFR §180, 31 USC 3321, and 41 USC |
2313)

A. General Reporting Requirement

1. If the total value of all Board of Education currently active grants,
cooperative agreements, and procurement contracts from all
Federal awarding agencies exceeds $10,000,000 for any period of
time during the period of performance of this Federal award, then
the Superintendent or designee, on behalf of the Board of
Education as the recipient during that period of time, must
maintain the currency of information reported to the SAM that is
made available in the designated integrity and performance system
about civil, criminal, or administrative proceedings described in B.
below.
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This is a statutory requirement under section 872 of Public Law
110-417, as amended (41 USC 2313).
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As required by section 3010 of Public Law 111-212, all
information posted in designated integrity and performance system
on or after April 15, 2011, except past performance reviews
required for Federal procurement contracts, will be publicly
available.

B. Proceedings About Which the Board of Education Must Report

1.

The Superintendent or designee must disclose to the Federal
awarding agency or to the New Jersey Department of Education
information required about each proceeding that:

a. Is in connection with the award or performance of a grant,
cooperative agreement, or procurement contract from the
Federal Government;

b. Reached its final disposition during the most recent
five-year period; and

c. Is one of the following:

(1) A criminal proceeding that resulted in a conviction,
as defined in E. below;

2) A civil proceeding that resulted in a finding of fault
and lability and payment of a monetary fine,
penalty, reimbursement, restitution, or damages of
$5,000 or more;

3) An administrative proceeding, as defined in E.
below, that resulted in a finding of fault and liability
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(4)

C. Reporting Procedures

and the payment of either a monetary fine or
penalty of $5,000 or more or reimbursement,
restitution, or damages in excess of $100,000; or

Any other criminal, civil, or administrative
proceeding if:
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(a) It could have led to an outcome described in
B.l.c.(1), (2), or (3) above of this award
term and condition;

b) It had a different disposition arrived at by
consent or  compromise with an
acknowledgment of fault on the school
district’s part; and

(c) The requirement in this award term and
condition to disclose information about the
proceeding does not conflict with applicable
laws and regulations.

1. The Superintendent or designee shall enter in the SAM Entity
Management area the information that the SAM requires about
each proceeding described in B. above.

2. The Superintendent or designee does not need to submit the

information a

second time under assistance awards the Board of

Education received if the Superintendent or designee already
provided the information through the SAM because the Board of
Education was required to do so under Federal procurement
contracts the Board of Education was awarded.

D. Reporting Frequency
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During any period of time when the Board of Education 1s subject
to the requirement in A. above, the Superintendent or designee
must report proceedings information through the SAM for the most
recent five year period, either to report new information about any
proceeding(s) the Board of Education has not reported previously
or affirm that there is no new information to report.

If the Board of Education has Federal contract, grant, and
cooperative agreement awards with a cumulative total value
greater than $10,000,000, the Board of Education must disclose
semiannually any information about the criminal, civil, and
administrative proceedings.
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E. Definitions

For purposes of this Policy:

a. “Administrative  proceeding” for the purposes of
2 CFR §200 - Appendix XII and this Policy means a
non-judicial process that is adjudicatory in nature in order
to make a determination of fault or liability. This includes
proceedings at the Federal and State level but only in
connection with performance of a Federal contract or grant.
It does not include audits, site visits, corrective plans, or
inspection of deliverables.

b. “Conviction” for the purposes of 2 CFR §200 - Appendix
XII and this Policy, means a judgment or conviction of a
criminal offense by any court of competent jurisdiction,
whether entered upon a verdict or a plea, and includes a
conviction entered upon a plea of nolo contendere.

c. Total value of currently active grants, cooperative
agreements, and procurement contracts includes:
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Only the Federal share of the funding under any
Federal award with a Board of Education cost share
or match; and

(2) The value of all expected funding increments under
a Federal award and options, even if not yet
exercised.
2 CFR §200.113
Adopted:
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6115.03 FEDERAL AWARDS/FUNDS INTERNAL CONTROLS —
CONFLICT OF INTEREST

The Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principals, and Audit
Requirements for Federal Awards (UGG), 2 CFR §200.318 — General
Procurement Standards addresses standards of conduct covering conflict of
interest and governs the actions of school district employees, officers, and agents
in the selection, award, and administration of contracts supported by a Federal
award.

The Board of Education must use its own documented procurement procedures
which reflect applicable State and local laws and regulations, provided that the
procurements conform to the applicable Federal law and the standards identified
in 2 CFR §200.

The Board of Education must maintain oversight to ensure that contractors
perform in accordance with the terms, conditions, and specifications of their
contracts or purchase orders.

The Board of Education must maintain written standards of conduct covering
conflicts of interest and governing the actions of its employees engaged in the
selection, award, and administration of contracts supported by a Federal award.

1. No employee, officer, or agent of the Board of Education may
participate in the selection, award, or administration of a contract
supported by a Federal award if he or she has a real or apparent
conflict of interest.

a. Such a conflict of interest would arise when a Board of
Education employee, officer, or agent, any member of his
or her immediate family, his or her partner, or an
organization which employs or is about to employ any of
the parties indicated herein, has a financial or other interest
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in or a tangible personal benefit from a firm considered for

a contract.
FINANCES
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2. The Board of Education officers, employees, and agents must

neither solicit nor accept gratuities, favors, or anything of
monetary value from contractors or parties to subcontracts.

3. However, a Board of Education may set standards for situations in
which the financial interest is not substantial or the gift is an
unsolicited item of nominal value.

4. The standards of conduct must provide for disciplinary actions to
be applied for violations of such standards by officers, employees,
or agents of the non-Federal entity.

The Board of Education’s procedures must avoid acquisition of unnecessary or
duplicative items. Consideration should be given to consolidating or breaking out
procurements to obtain a more economical purchase. Where appropriate, an
analysis will be made of lease versus purchase alternatives, and any other
appropriate analysis to determine the most economical approach.

To foster greater economy and efficiency, and in accordance with efforts to
promote cost-effective use of shared services across the Federal government, the
Board of Education is encouraged to enter into State and local intergovernmental
agreements or inter-entity agreements where appropriate for procurement of use
of common or shared goods and services.

The Board of Education is encouraged to use Federal excess and surplus property
in lieu of purchasing new equipment and property whenever such use is feasible
and reduces project costs.

The Board of Education is encouraged to use value engineering clauses in
contracts for construction projects of sufficient size to offer reasonable
opportunities for cost reductions. Value engineering is a systematic and creative
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analysis of each contract item or task to ensure that its essential function is
provided at the overall lower cost.

The Board of Education must award contracts only to responsible contractors
possessing the ability to perform successfully under the terms and conditions of a
proposed procurement. Consideration will be given to such matters as contractor
integrity, compliance with public policy, record of past performance, and financial
and technical resources. (See also 2 CFR §200.213 — Suspension and Debarment).
FINANCES
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The Board of Education must maintain records sufficient to detail the history of
procurement. These records will include, but are not necessarily limited to the
following: rationale for the method of procurement, selection of contract type,
contractor selection or rejection, and the basis for the contract price.

The Board of Education may use a time and materials type contract only after a
determination that no other contract is suitable and if the contract includes a
ceiling price that the contractor exceeds at its own risk. Time and materials type
contract means a contract whose cost to a Board of Education is the sum of:

1. The actual cost of materials; and

2. Direct labor hours charged at fixed hourly rates that reflect wages,
general and administrative expenses, and profit.

Since the time and material formula generates an open-ended contract price, a
time-and-materials contract provides no positive profit incentive to the contractor
for cost control or labor efficiency. Therefore, each contract must set a ceiling
price that the contractor exceeds at its own risk. Further, the Board of Education
awarding such a contract must assert a high degree of oversight in order to obtain
reasonable assurance that the contractor is using efficient methods and effective
cost controls.

The Board of Education alone must be responsible, in accordance with good
administrative practice and sound business judgement, for the settlement of all
contractual and administrative issues arising out of procurements. These issues
include, but are not limited to, source evaluation, protests, disputes, and claims.
These standards do not relieve the Board of Education of any contractual
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responsibilities under its contracts. The Federal awarding agency will not
substitute its judgement for that of the Board of Education unless the matter is
primarily a Federal concern. Violations of law will be referred to the local, State,
or Federal authority having proper jurisdiction.

The Board of Education and its employees shall be required to comply with all
New Jersey statutes and administrative codes regarding school ethics and internal

controls.

2 CFR §200.318

Adopted:
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6311 CONTRACTS FOR GOODS OR SERVICES FUNDED BY
FEDERAL GRANTS

Any vendor providing goods or services to the school district to be funded by a
Federal grant must be cleared for contract in accordance with the provisions of the
Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principals, and Audit
Requirements for Federal Awards (UGG), 2 CFR §200 213 - Suspensmn -and
Debarment e - :

The School Business Administrator/Board Secretary shall be responsible to check
the web-based System for Award Management (SAM) ExeludedParttestis¢s
Systemr—(EPES) maintained by the United States government - the General
Services Administration (GSA). The purpose of the SAM ERES is to provide a
single comprehensive list of individuals and firms excluded by Federal
government agencies from receiving Federal contracts or Federally approved
contracts or Federally approved subcontracts and from certain types of Federal
financial and nonfinancial assistance and benefits.

The School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, upon opening of bids or
upon receipt of proposals for goods or services to be funded by a Federal grant
shall access review the SAM EPES to determine if the vendor has been disbarred,
suspended, or proposed for disbarment. The School Business
Administrator/Board Secretary shall also access review the SAM EPES list
immediately prior to the award of a bid or contract to ensure that no award 1s
made to a vendor on the list.

In the event a vendor under consideration to be awarded a bid or contract for
goods or services to be funded by a Federal grant is on the SAM EPES list or
proposed for disbarment, the School Business Administrator/Board Secretary
shall comply with the contracting restrictions as outlined in 2 CFR §200 FAR

Stbpart-0-465.

© Copyright 2021 - Strauss Esmay Associates, LLP - 1886 Hinds Road - Suite 1 - Toms River, NJ 08753-8199 - }732-255-1500




POLICY GUIDE

FINANCES

6311/page 2 of 2

Contracts for Goods or Services Funded by
Federal Grants

Continuation of current contracts and restrictions on subcontracting with vendors
who are on the SAM ERES list or proposed for disbarment shall be in accordance

with the limitations as outlined in 2 CFR §200 FAR Subparts9-4051—and

Any rejection of a bid or disqualification of a vendor who has been disbarred,
suspended, or proposed for disbarment shall be consistent with the requirements

as outlined in N.J.S.A. 18A:18A — Public School Contracts Law and all applicable |

State laws.
Federal-AequisttionRegulations(FARY-Subpart-9-4-2 CFR §200
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Adopted:
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7432 EYE PROTECTION

The Board of Education requires each student, staff member, and school
visitor, including individuals present for evening adult-school programs, to
wear appropriate eye protective devices while participating in educational
activities and programs as defined in N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.3. Appropriate eye
protective devices must be worn by anyone engaged in a process or activity
where exposure to which might-have a tendency to cause damage to the eyes
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:26-12.5(a) and N.J.S.A. 18A:40-12.1 dircets—the

G—CHTO C O C FCty—1H18 O 1w 3

The term “appropriate eye protective device” shall include plain or
prescription lenses provided the lenses and other portions of the device meet
or exceed the prescribed specifications for the device. Specifications for
appropriate eye protection for various activities shall meet or exceed
standards described in the American National Standard Practice for
Occupational and Educational Eye and Face Protection, ANSI Z87.1-1989;
American National Standard Practice for the Safe Use of Lasers, ANSI
7136.1-1986, and eye protective procedures recommended by the
manufacturer of the laser device:

Estiveed

The Superintendent or designee shall be responsible for the continual monitoring
of the school program, including, but not limited to, all vocational education,
industrial arts education, science education, technology education and arts
education, for conditions under which students, staff members, or visitors are
exposed to a process or activity that might have a tendency to cause damage to the
eyes.
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Fersey—Admmnistrattve—Code. The appropriate eye protective device shall be
supplied by the Board, except that the student, staff member, or visitor, inciuding
individuals present for evening adult-school programs, may wear personal eye
wear that is appropriate to the activity-and certified, in writing, by a licensed
optician or other qualified licensed eye professional to meet or exceed those
standards. District-owned appropriate eye protective devices shall be inspected
regularly by the appropriate staff member, and defective or poorly fitting devices
shall be returned to the Principal for repair or discard. Any shared appropriate
eye protective devices shall be disinfected between uses by the method prescribed
by the school medical inspector.

Each classroom, shop, laboratory, and other area of the school in which students
or staff members are exposed to caustic materials that can cause damage to the
eyes shall be equipped with an emergency eye wash fountain in accordance with
standards established by the New Jersey Department of Education.

The Building Principal or designee shall ensure that each area in the school
identified as housing an activity hazardous to the eyes shall be posted with
conspicuous signs that warn participants that an appropriate eye protective device
must be worn during the activity. Staff members of such activities are responsible
for instructing students in appropriate eye safety practices and for serving as
exemplary models in the implementation of such practices.

The Board authorizes each staff member responsible for an activity or process
hazardous to the eyes to compile and maintain, for the duration of the course of
study, a list of students in the course who wear contact lenses.
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policy—thatconfornm—torales—of-the—StateBoard-of Edueation—and shall provide
annual t-servitee training and- appropriate supplies and equipment to all
school personnel responsibie for implementing the eye-safety policies and
program. The training shall cover all aspects of eye protection in schools as
described in N.J.A.C. 6A:26-12.5(a) through (f). staff—members—whose

N.J.S.A. 18A:40-12.1; 18A:40-12.2
N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.3
N.J.A.C. 6A:26-12.5
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8540 SCHOOL NUTRITION PROGRAMS

The Board of Education recognizes the importance of a child receiving a
nutritious, well-balanced meal to promote sound eating habits, to foster good
health and academic achievement, and to reinforce the nutrition education taught
in the classroom. Therefore, the Board of Education may participate in the school
nutrition programs of the New Jersey Department of Agriculture in accordance
with the eligibility criteria of the program. These programs may include the
National School Lunch Program, the School Breakfast Program, the After-School
Snack Program, and the Special Milk Program.

If seventy percent or more of the students enrolled in a school in the district
on or before the last school day before October 16 of the preceding school
year are eligible for free or reduced price meals under the National School
Lunch Program or the Federal School Breakfast Program, the district shall
establish a “Breakfast After the Bell” program for that school in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 18A:33-11.1 et seq. The district may request a waiver of the
requirements of the “Breakfast After the Bell” program pursuant to N.J.S.A.
18A:33-12.

The Board of Education shall sign an Agreement with the Division of Food and
Nutrition, School Nutrition Programs, New Jersey Department of Agriculture for
every school nutrition program operated within the school district. Any child
nutrition program operated within the school district shall be operated in
accordance with the provisions of the Agreement and all the requirements of the
program.

Students may be eligible for free or reduced pricing in accordance with the
requirements of the program operating in the school district. Prices charged to
paying children shall be established by the Board of Education, but must be
within the maximum prices established by the Division of Food and Nutrition,
School Nutrition Programs, New Jersey Department of Agriculture. Prices
charged to adults shall be in accordance with the requirements of the program.
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The Superintendent or designee shall annually notify parents of all children in the
school district of the availability, eligibility requirements, and application
procedures for free or reduced price meals or free milk in accordance with the
notification requirements and procedures of the Division of Food and Nutrition,
School Nutrition Programs, New Jersey Department of Agriculture.

The Superintendent will designate in the annual notification to parents, the person
who will determine, in accordance with standards issued by the Division of Food
and Nutrition, School Nutrition Programs, New Jersey Department of Agriculture,
a student’s-eligibility for free or reduced price meals or free milk depending on
the programs-operated in the school district.

A parent may request a household application and instructions from the Principal
of their child’s school. A household application must be completed before
eligibility is determined. Where necessary, the Principal or designee shall assist
the applicant in the preparation of the household application.

Applications shall be reviewed in a timely manner. An eligibility determination
will be made, the family will be notified of its status, and the status will be
implemented as soon as possible within ten operating days of the receipt of the
completed application. Any student found eligible shall be offered free or
reduced price meals or free milk immediately upon the establishment of his/her
eligibility and shall continue to receive such meals during the pendency of any
inquiry regarding his/her eligibility in accordance with the requirements of the
Division of Food and Nutrition, School Nutrition Programs, New Jersey
Department of Agriculture. Carry-over of previous year’s eligibility for students
shall be in accordance with the requirements of the Division of Food and
Nutrition, School Nutrition Programs, New Jersey Department of Agriculture.

A denial of eligibility for free or reduced price meals or free milk shall be in
writing and shall include the reasons for which eligibility was denied, notice of
the parent’s right to appeal the denial, the procedures for an appeal, and a
statement reminding parents that they may reapply at any time during the school
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year. Appeal procedures shall include: a hearing, if requested by the parent, held
with reasonable promptness and convenience of the parent before a hearing
officer other than the school official who denied the application; the parent’s
opportunity to be represented by counsel; a decision rendered promptly and in
writing; and an opportunity to appeal the decision of the hearing officer to the
School Business Administrator/Board Secretary. The appeal hearing will be
conducted in accordance with the provisions as outlined by the Division of Food
and Nutrition, School Nutrition Programs, New Jersey Department of Agriculture.
OPERATIONS
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School Nutrition Programs

There shall be no overt identification of any child(ren) who may be eligible to
receive free or reduced price school meals or free milk. The identity of students
who receive free or reduced price meals will be protected. Eligible students shall
not be required to work in consideration for receiving such meals or milk.
Eligible children shall not-be required to use a separate dining area, go through a
separate serving line, enter the dining area through a separate entrance, or
consume their meals or milk at a different time. A student’s eligibility status will
not be disclosed at any point in the process of providing free or reduced price
meals or free milk in accordance with the requirements of the Division of Food
and Nutrition, School Nutrition Programs, New Jersey Department of Agriculture.

The Schoeol Business Administrator/Board Secretary or designee will verify
applications -of those eligible for free or reduced price meals in accordance with
the requirements of the, Division of Food and Nutrition, School Nutrition
Programs, New Jersey Department of Agriculture.

The Board of Education will comply with all the requirements of the Division of
Food and Nutrition, School Nutrition Programs, New Jersey Department of
Agriculture Local Education Agency (LEA) Agreement and all requirements
outhned in the School Nutrition Electronic Application Reimbursement System
(SNEARS).

7 C.FR. 210.1 et seq.
N.J.S.A. 18A:33-5; 18A:33-11.1 et seq.; 18A:58-7.2
N.JA.C. 2:36
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[See POLICY ALERT Nos. 206, 208, 212, and 224]

8550 UNPAID MEAL CHARGES/OUTSTANDING
FOOD SERVICE BILL cHARGES

[ Select One Option Below

_X__ The Board of Education shall establish a meal charge program to permit
students in the district to charge for breakfast or lunch. Collection of any
payment for a meal charge program account that is in arrears shall be
addressed in accordance with provisions of this Policy.]

The Board of Education recognizes a student may forget to bring breakfast or
lunch (meal), as applicable, or money to purchase a meal to school on a school
day. In this circumstance, the food service program will provide the student a
meal and will inform the Principal or designee. The Principal or designee will
contact the student’s parent to provide notice of an outstanding meal bill and will
provide the parent with a period of ten school days to pay the amount due. If the
student’s parent has not made full payment by the end of the ten school days, the
Principal or designee shall again contact the parent with a second notice
informing the parent of any action to be taken by the school district in response to -
a student’s school breakfast or school Iunch bill being in arrears. Such action may
include denying the student school breakfast or lunch. A school district shall
report at least biannually to the New Jersey Department of Agriculture the number
of students who are denied school breakfast or school lunch in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 18A:33-21a. and this Policy.

The school district shall not:

L. Publicly identify or stigmatize a student who cannot pay for a meal
or whose school meal bill is in arrears. (For example, by requiring
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the student to sit at a separate table or wear a wristband, hand
stamp, or identifying mark or by serving the student an alternative
meal);

OPERATIONS
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Ynpaid Meal Charges/Outstanding
Food Service Bill Charges

Require a student who cannot pay for a school meal or whose
school meal bill is in arrears to do chores or other work to pay for
the school meal; or

Require a student to discard a school meal after it has been served
because of the student’s inability to pay for a school meal or
because money is owed for previously provided meals.

If a student owes money for the equivalent of five or more school meals at any
time during the school year, the Principal or designee shall:

1.

Determine if the student is eligible for a free or reduced-price
school meal;

Make at least two attempts, not including the application or

instructions provided to the parent each school year pursuant to |

N.J.S.A. 18A:33-21b.; to contact the student’s parent and have the
parent fill out an application for the school lunch program and
school breakfast program; and

Contact the student’s parent to offer assistance with the application
for the school lunch and school breakfast program; determine if
there are other issues within the household that have caused the
child to have insufficient funds to purchase a school breakfast or
school lunch; and offer any other appropriate assistance.

The school district shall direct communications about a student’s school meal bill
being in arrears to the parent and not the student. The school district’s contact
with the parent may be via email or telephone call. Nothing in N.J.S.A.
18A:33-21 shall prohibit the school district from sending a student home with a
letter addressed to a parent.
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If the student’s meal bill is in arrears, but the student has the money to purchase a
meal on a subsequent school day, the student will be provided a meal with
payment and the food service program will not use the student’s payment to repay
previously unpaid charges if the student intended to use the money to purchase
that school day’s meal.

OPERATIONS
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Ynpaid Meal Charges/Outstanding
Food Service Bill Eharges

A parent who has received a second notice their child’s meal bill is in arrears and
who has not made payment in full within one week from the date of the second
notice will be requested to meet with the Principal or designee to discuss and
resolve the matter.

A parent’s refusal to meet with the Principal or designee or take other steps to
resolve the matter may be indicative of more serious issues in the family or
household. However, when a parent’s routine failure to provide breakfast or
lunch is reasonably suspected to be indicative of child abuse or neglect, the
Principal or designee shall immediately report such suspicion to the Department
of Children and Families, Division of Child Protection and Permanency as
required in N.J.S.A. 9:6-8.10. Such reporting shall not be delayed to
accommodate a parent’s meeting with the Principal or designee.

Students receiving free meals will not be denied a meal even if they accrued a
negative balance from other purchases in the cafeteria.

In accordance with N.J.S.A 18A:33-21b., at the beginning of each school year,
and upon initial enrollment in the case of a student enrolling during the school
year, the school district shall provide to the parent of each student:

L. Information on the National School Lunch Program and the
Federal School Breakfast Program;

2. An application to apply for the school lunch and school breakfast
programs and instructions for completing the application; and
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Information on the rights of students and their families under
N.J.S.A. 18A:22-21 et seq.

The school district may provide the application and information electronically
through the means by which the school district communicates with parents
electronically. The application and information shall be in a language the parent
understands.

The school district’s liaison for the education of homeless children shall
coordinate with school district personnel to ensure that a homeless student
receives free school meals and i1s monitored according to the school district
policies pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18 A:33-21c.

OPERATIONS

8550/page 4 of 4

Ynpatd Meal Charges/Outstanding
Food Service Bill Charges

The school district may post this Policy on the school district’s website provided
there is a method in place to ensure this Policy reaches all households without
access to a computer or the Internet.

N.J.S.A. 18A:33-21; 18A:33-21a.; 18A:33-21b.; 18A:33-21c.
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[See POLICY ALERT Nos. 218 and 224]

8600 STUDENT TRANSPORTATION

The Board of Education shall transport eligible students to and from school and
school related activities in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1 et seq., N.J.A.C.
6A:27-1 et seq., and Board policy. Transportation shall be provided only to
eligible public and nonpublic school students, authorized school staff members,
and adults serving as approved chaperones.

Nonpublic school transportation or aid in lieu of transportation shall be provided
for resident students in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
6A:27-2.1 et seq.

Charter or renaissance school transportation or aid in lieu of transportation shall
be provided for resident students in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:27-3.1 et seq.

[Only Required for School Districts that Provide Courtesy Busing

The Board may provide transportation to and from school for public school
students less than remote.]
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Students with special needs shall be provided transportation in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1 et seq., and with their Individualized Education Program (IEP)
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:27-5.1.

The Board will approve all bus routes each school year. Bus routes for all
non-remote students who must walk to and from school along hazardous routes
will be designated and approved by the Board. The Board may consider, but shall
not be limited to, the criteria outlined in N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1.5 in determining
“Hazardous Routes.”

The Board will not be responsible for the transportation of nonresident students to
or from school, except that transportation to and from school will be provided for
homeless students; students residing in group homes; students residing in resource

family homes; and students residing in shared custody homes pursuant to
N.J.A.C. 6A:27-6.2, 6.3, 6.4, and 6.5.
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When the schools of this district are closed for inclement weather or other
conditions, no transportation will be provided for students enrolled in any public,
nonpublic, charter school, and/or renaissance school.

The Board may shelt utilize cooperative/coordinated transportation services in
accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:39-11.1 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
6A:27-10.1 et seq. The Board may skeH-utilize one of the agencies prior to
determining to pay aid in lieu of transportation if in the prior year payments in
lieu of transportation were provided. = The Board will provide to the
cooperative/coordinated ~ transportation services any unique limitations or
restrictions of the required transportation.

Vehicles used to transport students to and from school or school related activities
shall meet standards, registration, and inspection requirements of the New Jersey
Department of Education (NJDOE), the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission
(NJMVC), and any applicable Federal regulations. The operation and fiscal
management of the district’s transportation system shall be conducted in strict
accordance with rules of the New Jersey State Board of Education and the
NIDOE.

In addition to the provisions of any State law, rule, or regulation containing more
stringent requirements, provided that those requirements are compatible with
Federal law, and notwithstanding the provisions of any State law, rule, or
regulation to the contrary, school bus operations in the State shall comply with the
requirements outlined in N.J.S.A. 39:3B-27.

N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-1 et seq.; 18A:39-1 et seq.; 18A:39-11.1 et seq.
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N.J.S.A. 27:15-16

N.J.S.A. 39:3B-1 et seq.; 39:3B-2.1; 39:3B-10; 39:3B-27

N.J.A.C. 6A:27-1.1 et seq.; 6A:27-2.1 et seq.; 6A:27-3.1 et seq.;
6A:27-4.1 et seq.; 6A:27-5.1; 6A:27-6.2 through 6.5;
6A:27-7.1 et seq.; 6A:27-9.1 et seq.; 6A:27-10.1 et seq.;
6A:27-11.1 et seq.; 6A:27-12.1 et seq.

Adopted:
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