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2423 BILINGUAL EDUCATION

The Board of Education will provide programs of bilingual education, English as
a second language (ESL), and culturally and linguistically responsive,
researched-based, and effective language instruction educational programs (LIEP)
to all multilingual learners (ML) as required by law and rules of the New Jersey
State Board of Education. MLs are those students whose primary language is not
English and who have varying degrees of English language proficiency in any one
of the domains of speaking, reading, writing, or listening and is synonymous with
limited English-speaking ability pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:35-15 through
18A:35-26.1 and N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.1 et seq.

The school district shall use, at the time of enrollment, the multi-step process to
identify MLs enrolled in the district in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.3. The
district shall administer to each student enrolled in the district the Statewide
home-language survey (HLS) to determine which students in preschool to
twelfth-grade have a primary language(s) other than English and, therefore, may
be a ML.

The district shall then determine the English language proficiency of all
Kindergarten to twelfth-grade students who are found eligible through N.J.A.C.
6A:15-1.3(a)l or (a)2 and whose primary language is other than English by
administering an English language proficiency (ELP) assessment. Students who
do not meet the New Jersey Department of Education (Department)-established
cut score standard on the ELP assessment shall be considered MLs and shall be
offered entry into the district’s LIEP. Preschool students who are identified as
having a primary language other than English shall be identified as MLs. Prior to
the start of their Kindergarten year, the district shall administer an ELP
assessment to preschool MLs as part of the screener process to determine the
ML’s English language proficiency level. The district shall also use
age-appropriate methodologies to identify preschool MLs to determine their
individual language development needs.

The district shall provide to all preschool to twelfth-grade MLs enrolled in the
district pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-46 and N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-54 with equal
educational opportunities and all educational activities and programs in
accordance with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.4.
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The school district providing a LIEP shall submit a plan every three years to the
Department in accordance with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.5.

Students enrolled in a LIEP shall have equal educational opportunities, including
full access to educational opportunities and services available to other students in
the school district pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.6.

As part of the district- and school-level plans for professional development
requirements pursuant to NJ.A.C. 6A:9C-4.2, the Board shall describe
professional learning for bilingual, ESL, and academic content teaching staff
members whose classroom instruction is in English; administrators who supervise
bilingual/ESL programs; and administrators and any personnel who observe and
evaluate teaching staff members of MLs in accordance with the provisions of
N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.7.

All teachers of bilingual programs shall hold a valid New Jersey instructional
certificate with an endorsement for the appropriate grade level and/or academic
content area and a standard certificate with a bilingual/bicultural education
endorsement, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:6-38 et seq., N.J.S.A. 18A:35-15 to 26,
and N.J.A.C. 6A:9B-11.5 in accordance with the provisions of N.J.A.C.
6A:15-1.8.

Students identified as MLs shall be assessed annually using English Language
Placement (ELP) assessments to measure the progress toward English language
proficiency and to determine readiness for exiting the LIEP in accordance with
the provisions of N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.9. Students who meet the criteria for
Statewide alternate assessments, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.10(a)2., shall be
assessed annually using an alternate ELP assessment. Every student participating
in a bilingual, ESL, or English language services program established pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 18A:35-15 et seq. shall be entitled to continue such participation for a
period of three years pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:35-19.

MLs enrolled in the LIEP shall be placed in a classroom(s) where the primary
language of instruction is English when the ML has demonstrated readiness to
exit a LIEP first by achieving the Department-established cut score on an ELP or
alternate ELP assessment. The student’s readiness shall be further assessed by the
use of a Department-established FEnglish language observation form that
considers, at a minimum: classroom performance; the student’s reading level in
English; the observations of the teaching staff members responsible for the

educational program of the student; and performance on achievement tests in
English.
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In accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-22.1, a parent may remove
a student who is enrolled in a bilingual education program at any time; except that
during the first three years of a student’s participation in a bilingual education
program, a parent may only remove the student at the end of each school year.

If a parent wishes to remove the student prior to the end of each school year, the
removal shall be approved by the Executive County Superintendent. If the
Executive County Superintendent determines the student should remain in the
bilingual education program until the end of the school year, the parent may
appeal the Executive County Superintendent’s decision to the Commissioner of
Education or designee pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-19.2.

Newly exited students who are not academically progressing in classes where
English is the primary language of instruction may be considered for reentry to a
LIEP in accordance with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.9(g)1 through (g)5.

All MLs shall satisfy requirements for high school graduation pursuant to
N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a) and Policy 5460 in accordance with the provisions of
N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.10.

All Kindergarten through twelfth-grade LIEPs shall be conducted within
classrooms within the school district pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:35-20 in
accordance with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.11.

The parent of a ML shall be notified in accordance with the provisions of
N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.12 that their child has been identified as eligible for placement
in a LIEP. Notice shall be in writing and in the language in which the parent
possesses a primary speaking ability, and in English. The notice must also
include the provisions detailed at N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.12(b). Progress reports shall
be written in English and in the primary language spoken by the parent of students
enrolled in the LIEP.

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:15-1.13, with approval of the Executive County
Superintendent on a case-by-case basis, the Board may join with another district
Board to provide a LIEP and an individualized learning opportunity, pursuant to
N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)2, to a ML who chooses to utilize it to meet the 120-credit
graduation requirement, in whole or in part.
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The Superintendent or designee shall provide for the maximum practicable
engagement of the parent of MLs in the development and review of program
objectives and dissemination of information to and from the Boards and
communities served by the LIEP in accordance with the provisions of N.J.A.C.
6A:15-1.14. With the exception of a Board implementing an English language
services or ESL program, each Board implementing a LIEP shall establish a
parent advisory committee on bilingual education of which the majority
membership shall be the parents of MLs.

N.J.S.A. 18A:35-15 through 18A:35-26.1
N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.10; 6A:15-1.1 et seq.

Adopted: April 16,2024

. © Copyright 2024 e Strauss Esmay Associates, LLP ¢ 1886 Hinds Road e« Suite1 e Toms River, NJ 08753-8199 e 732-255-1500




PROGRAM

2431.4/page 1 of 3

Prevention and Treatment of Sports-Related
Concussions and Head Injuries

Apr 24

M

2431.4 PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF SPORTS-RELATED
CONCUSSIONS AND HEAD INJURIES

A concussion is a traumatic brain injury caused by a blow or motion to the head
or body that disrupts the normal functioning of the brain and can cause significant
and sustained neuropsychological impairments including, but not limited to,
problem solving, planning, memory, and behavioral problems. In order to ensure
safety, it is imperative that student-athletes participating in a program of athletic
competition, coaches, and parents are educated about the nature and treatment of
sports-related concussions and other head injuries. Allowing a student-athlete to
return to a program of athletic competition before recovering from a concussion
increases the chance of a more serious brain injury.

This Policy and Regulation 2431.4 are consistent with the requirements of
N.J.S.A. 18A:40-41.1 et seq., the New Jersey Department of Education Model
Policy and Guidance for Districts on the Prevention and Treatment of
Sports-Related Head Injuries and Concussions, and the recommendations
developed by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

For the purpose this Policy and Regulation 2431.4, “program of athletic
competition” shall include any competition or practice in high school
interscholastic athletic programs, middle school interscholastic athletic programs
where school teams or squads play teams or squads from other school districts,
intramural athletic programs within a school or among schools in the district, and
any cheerleading program or activity in the school district.

For the purpose of this Policy and Regulation 2431.4, “student-athlete” shall
mean any student enrolled in a public or nonpublic school in New Jersey who is a
participant in a program of athletic competition organized by the school district.

The staff member supervising the program of athletic competition shall take steps
to prevent concussions and head injuries; ensure student-athletes have appropriate
supervision and safety equipment; and ensure student-athletes avoid unsafe
conditions.
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School staff members supervising programs of athletic competition; licensed
athletic trainers; nurses; and school/team physicians shall be trained on the
possible signs or symptoms of a concussion. Any possible signs or symptoms of
a concussion shall be reported by the student-athlete or an observer to the staff
member supervising the program of athletic competition; athletic trainer;
school/team physician; school nurse; and/or parent.

The district will adopt an Interscholastic Head Injury Training Program to be
completed by the school/team physician, licensed athletic trainer, coaches, and
other appropriate district personnel pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:40-41.2.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:40-41.4, a student-athlete who participates in a program
of athletic competition and who sustains or is suspected of having sustained a
concussion or other head injury while engaged in a program of athletic
competition shall be immediately removed from the program of athletic
competition by the staff member supervising the program or athletic competition.
A student-athlete who was removed from a program of athletic competition shall
not participate in further programs of athletic competition until the
student-athlete: is examined by a physician or other licensed healthcare provider
trained in the evaluation and management of concussions; receives written
medical clearance from a physician trained in the evaluation and management of
concussions to return to a program of athletic competition; and progresses through
the steps outlined in the CDC’s Six-Step Return to Play Progression.
The student-athlete’s written medical clearance shall be reviewed and approved
by the school physician.

School personnel shall contact the parent of a student-athlete to inform them of a
suspected sports-related concussion or head injury as soon as possible after the
incident. School personnel shall provide the parent with a checklist or copy of the
return to play protocols outlined in this Policy and Regulation 2431.4.

The student-athlete may not begin the CDC’s Six-Step Return to Play Progression
until the student-athlete receives a medical examination, provides the required
written medical clearance, and the medical clearance is approved by the school
physician.

Some symptoms may require immediate medical treatment. Emergency medical
responders (911) shall be called if the student-athlete is experiencing a
deterioration of symptoms; loss of consciousness; direct neck pain associated with
the injury; or any other symptom that may require immediate medical treatment.

[~ | © Copyright 2024 « Strauss Esmay Associates, LLP « 1886 Hinds Road e« Suite1 e Toms River, NJ 08753-8199 « 732-255-1500




PROGRAM

2431.4/page 3 of 3

Prevention and Treatment of Sports-Related
Concussions and Head Injuries

The district will provide temporary supports to a student-athlete that has sustained
a concussion or other head injury.

The Commissioner of Education and Commissioner of Health educational fact
sheet that provides information concerning the use and misuse of opioid drugs in
the event a student-athlete is prescribed an opioid for a sports-related injury shall
be provided to the parents of student-athletes. The district shall obtain a signed
acknowledgement of receipt by the student-athlete and their parent in accordance
with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:40-41.10.

The Board shall review this Policy and Regulation 2431.4 annually and update as
necessary to ensure it reflects the most current information available on the
prevention, risk, and treatment of sports-related concussions and head injuries
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:40-41.3.

The district shall provide a copy of this Policy and Regulation 2431.4 to all youth
sports team organizations that operate on school grounds. In accordance with the
provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:40-41.5, the district shall not be liable for the injury or
death of a person due to the action or inaction of persons employed by, or under
contract with, a youth sports team organization that operates on school grounds, if
the youth sports team organization provides the school district proof of an
insurance policy of an amount of not less than $50,000 per person, per occurrence
insuring the youth sports team organization against liability for any bodily injury
suffered by a person and a statement of compliance with this Policy and
Regulation 2431 4.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:40-41.5 and for the purpose of this Policy, a “youth
sports team organization” means one or more sports teams organized pursuant to a
nonprofit or similar charter or which are member teams in a league organized by
or affiliated with a county or municipal recreation department.

New Jersey Department of Education Model Policy and Guidance for Districts
on the Prevention and Treatment of Sports-Related Head Injuries and
Concussions — August 2023
N.J.S.A. 18A:40-41.1; 18A:40-41.2; 18A:40-41.2a;

18A:40-41.3; 18A:40-41.3a; 18A:40-41.4;

18A:40-41.5

~ Adopted: April 16,2024
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