Guided Reading: Level V
“At Level V, readers will process the full range of genres, and texts will be longer,
requiring readers to remember information and connect ideas over many days of
reading. Complex fantasy, myths, and legends offer added challenge and an
increased use of symbolism. In addition, readers will encounter some abstract
special forms of literature, such as satire. Readers understand perspectives
different from their own, and understand settings and people far distant in time or
space. Most reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading is well
established. In addition, readers can be very expressive when they present poetry
or readers’ theater. Readers are challenged by many longer descriptive words and
by content-specific and technical words that require using embedded definitions,
background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such as glossaries. They can take apart
multi-syllable words and use a full range of word-solving strategies. They search
for and use information in an integrated way, using complex graphics and texts that
present content requiring background knowledge” (Fountas and Pinnell).

Suggested Book Titles for Independent Reading *
TITLE
A Wrinkle in Time
Crash
Harry Potter (any book in the series)
Journey Home
Lincoln: A Photobiography
A Series of Unfortunate Events (any book
in the series)
Stealing Home: The Jackie Robinson
Story
The Riddle of the Rosetta Stone
The Westing Game
True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle

AUTHOR
L’Engle, Madeline
Spinelli, Jerry
Rowling, J.K.
Uchida, Yoshika
Freedman, Russell
Snicket, Lemony
Denenberg, Barry
Giblin, James Cross
Raskin, Ellen
Avi

* NOTE: Each student’s instructional reading level is indicated on our common assessments;
an instructional reading level is what a student can read with a bit of guidance and support.
When selecting a book to be read independently (independent reading level), a student
should choose a book one or two letters below the instructional reading level. The
titles provided here are appropriate for independent reading at this level.

SOURCE: Pinnell, Gay S, and Irene C. Fountas. The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades
K-8: Behaviors and Understandings to Notice, Teach, and Support. Portsmouth, NH:
Heinemann, 2007. Print.

